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TERM 3 2020/2021 

WELCOME 
 

Message for All 

“Of course, the world has changed. We’ve 

got to now try and find a ‘new normal’. 

We haven’t got the freedoms we used to 

have, but the need to develop or help our 

people in their wellness, their education, 

their leadership and presentation skills, 

has not changed. We just have to do it 

differently.” 

This a recent quote from Richard McCann. 

As a school, in this current climate, every single 

one of us has been challenged to find a ‘new 

normal’ way of working, be it teaching or learning. 

But as a whole community, parents and carers - 

‘hats off’ to every single one of you, you’re 

amazing! We are ‘stepping up’ and moving forward 

each and every single day. With the power of 

technology through Zoom and Teams, we have 

been able to give our students the education they 

rightly deserve. It has been tough. Let’s not ‘sugar 

coat’ it, but as you can see, our staff and students 

can deal with whatever is thrown at them! 

 



 

Introducing Willow 
 

Hi Human beings,  

I would like to introduce myself. I am the new school doggie and 

my name is Willow. I am currently a 19-week-old Cockapoo puppy 

and I come into the Lighthouse School for 2 sessions a day 

because that’s what it say’s on my timetable. In this time, I have 

had amazing young human beings teaching me new tricks. For 

instance, I can “sit”, “stay” and give my paw, sometimes. They call 

me a “clever girl”. I love a bit of praise it makes me feel good. 

However, because I’m still a puppy, I have to admit that 

sometimes, I don’t come back straight away when I’m at the park 

because I get a bit distracted with this big wide world and all the 

voices and sounds. Every day I am learning something new…. a 

bit like these humans I meet.  

Apparently, I am being taught the basic commands but when I’m 6 

months old, because I’ll be getting training to become a fully-

fledged therapy dog. This means I can help human beings with 

managing their anger, anxiety and even with their reading. I love 

listening to a story in a calm voice.  

I’ve just recently had my first professional shampoo and blow dry. I 

think it was called ‘dog grooming’ and I was very well behaved. In 

the half term, I am going to be having my first haircut. I may be 

little, but I know that washing yourself and keeping your haircut is 

important. 

Keep an eye out for the next newsletter, as I will have grown and 

probably learnt so much more. 

See you all soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Childrens’ Mental Health Week    1st Feb – 7th Feb 
During these unprecedented times, we would like to share some 

‘food for thought’ regarding mental health.  

Myth: ‘I can’t do anything for a person with a mental health problem’. 

Fact: Friends, colleagues, peers, school staff, and loved ones can all 

make a difference. Only 44% of adults with diagnosable mental health 

problems and less than 20% of children and adolescents receive needed 

treatment. All of us have the potential to be important influences to help 

someone get the treatment, respect, and the services they need. The 

simplest one is just reaching out and letting them know you are here for 

them. 

We took part in the ‘Dress to Express’ day to raise awareness and 

our Key Stage 2 students took part in a 5k walk to raise money for 

the children’s mental health charity ‘Place2be’. As a school we are 

super proud of all our students and all the work they’ve been doing 

towards raising awareness for children’s mental health.  

Here is some of the amazing work our students have completed 

during children’s mental health week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Important dates for next term 

 

 

Vaccination for year 9 and 10 students 

The teenage booster, also known as the 3-in-1 or the Td/IPV vaccines, is 

given to boost protection against 3 separate disease: tetanus, diphtheria, 

and polio. 

It’s a single injection given into the muscle of the upper arm. 

myON 

Renaissance myON Reader is a student-centered, personalised literacy 

environment that gives students access to more than 6,000 enhanced 

digital books. Titles are dynamically matched to each individual student’s 

interests, age and reading level. Combined with a suite of close reading 

tools and embedded supports, myON Reader fosters student 

engagement and achievement. 

As a whole school we have read 221 books online through our myON 

 

. 

Monday 22nd February 2021 Return to school – Term 4 

Monday 1st – Friday 5th March  National careers week 

Thursday 4th March World book day – Dress up as your 
favourite book character 

Monday 8th – Friday 12th March  British science week 

Friday 12th March Vaccination for year 9 and 10 
students. 

Arrive at 13.00hrs for a 13.30hrs 
start. 

Friday 26th March  Wear a hat day – Brain tumor 
awareness month 

Thursday 1st April End of term 4 Easter break – 
Students finish at 12:40hrs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Class updates 
 
Key Stage 4 
 
 
Bodiam 
Bodiam class have had a busy term painting trees as part of their landscape themed study in Art, studying the holocaust and 

producing a lovely wall display. They also completed their “digital careers” badge on their Digital Enterprise Award.  

 
Dover 
In Dover class this term their main focus has been to figure out their next steps for the future. This has meant making plans for 

college/sixth form. To do so they have really had to knuckle down and work their hardest on the qualifications they have studied, 

for so long. Dover thought that during this current pandemic it was important to also focus on their mental health and well-being. 

Therefore, they have been taking time out to play educational games with each other and competing with staff and other classes 

via Zoom.  

 

Chilham 

Chilham class have been learning about Women in WW2, budgeting money/saving, justice and freedom, drawing in the style of 

Lowry and cooking pizza’s and oat cakes. 

One student has read 25 books on myON this term. Chilham have also had two new students join them for taster days.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
 
Walmer 
Walmer has been exploring the Boy in stripe pyjamas for English and connecting this with their history lessons on WW2. They 

have also been having weekly career interviews with members of the public, asking questions about their job and listening to what 

their job role entails. The interviews have been taking place via Zoom and so far, they’ve had meetings with a bank manager, 

mechanic, veterinary nurse and a health and safety officer.  

 

Hever 
Miss Scott and Mr Twyman would like to say a huge thank you to the members of Hever class, for being patient whilst we have 

become accustomed to the Teams platform and for trying hard to complete the tasks that have been set. Hever class have had a 

very busy term studying area and perimeter in mathematics, our planet in science, and taking part in Joe Wicks PE sessions. 

Hever have also been joining other classes via Zoom for educational games.  

 



 

Deal  
This term Deal class have explored pop art and the work of Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhol. They recreated some famous 

pieces of art in their own way using a variety of media. Deal have also been writing their own poetry, looking at rhythm, rhyme, 

syllables, and free verse. In mathematics, they have been learning about shapes and angles, calculating missing angles and sides 

of shapes. Their history topic this term is Anglo-Saxons and Normans and they have enjoyed discovering about crime and 

punishment in that era, which was often quite brutal and gruesome! The students also did a self-led Sikhism investigation which 

helped them to understand the way other people’s faith influences their daily lives.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Key Stage 2 
 

Rochester 
Rochester class are learning about Foxes, they have been reading the story of the Greedy Fox, they then used the internet to 

research red foxes and wrote about some interesting facts. In mathematics they have been studying line graphs and tables to help 

gather information. Rochester has had a couple of students learning at home during this lockdown and they have been busy 

baking brownies, cakes, and pizzas.

 
Reculver 
Reculver class have had an exciting term learning all about the ancient Egyptians. They’ve looked at a range of ancient artifacts to 

see how they can use them to learn about the past such as the amazing treasures found in Tutankhamen’s tomb. In art, the 

students have created some fantastic death masks and decorative cartouches. Continuing with the Egyptian theme, English 

learning has been based around the book The Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley Climo. The students have had the chance to 

consider how the author has taken a traditional story and placed it in a different cultural setting before writing their own story that 

uses the same structure.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Vocational Centre 
 
Leeds 
 
This month we have had several potential new students join us for taster days. We have been giving them core lessons as well as 

art and music. We are very proud of how our students conducted themselves during the tasters, making the new students feel 

welcome at the school. 

Leeds class have created the 4x4 challenge using a Land Rover Defender remote control car. The challenge involves negotiating 

your way through a series of obstacles, made by Leeds class. The challenge has been made available to the rest of the school. 

One of the students from Leeds class is the current leader, with a time of 14.9 seconds. 

Leeds have created some wonderful, finished sea scapes in their art class. The students layered up various media upon a slate 

tile which creates a three-dimensional effect. The projects were finished off with real sand and shells. 

Leeds have begun working on their personal projects. Some of the projects include a decorative jewellery box and a CD stand 

(built around a CD player). Leeds are progressing well in their Functional Skills Mathematics and English and studying Macbeth in 

their Literacy and Language class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coronavirus Update 
 
Contact tracing over the February half term. 
Our school continues to play an important role in contact tracing for students and staff. 
During the half term holiday, if students or staff test positive for Coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 
symptoms more than 48 hours after the end of term, we are not required to take any action. Staff, parents 
and carers however should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace. 
 
If a student or member staff tests positive having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, 
the school is asked to assist the NHS in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 
individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 
 
School staff are not asked to be on-call at all times during the holidays, however the admin team will retrieve 
voice and text messages for the first 2 and the last 2 days of the holiday period to receive notification of 
positive cases and advise close contacts to self-isolate (this may be done by test or email so please make 
sure your details are up to date). 
The department for education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline and the PHE Advice Service will remain 
open over the February half-term to answer any questions you have about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating 
to education settings and children’s social care. 
 



 

Testing over half-term 
Testing will not need to take place during the holidays but will resume after the half-term with staff testing in 
the morning of the first day back and again every Thursday and Monday. Students will be tested on the first 
day back and again 3 days later. This is the protocol after any period of time off school (after holidays or 
self-isolation etc). 
 
Testing times 
Students are to return to school on Monday 22nd Feb 2021. Each class has a time slot, these are below. 
 

Dover KS4 10:30am 

Bodiam KS4 10:30am 

Chilham KS4 10:30am 

Leeds Outreach 10:30am 

Walmer 10:40am 

Deal 10:40am 

Hever 10:40am 

Reculver 10:45am 

Rochester 10:45am 

 
 
 
Contact details to report cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Emails can be sent to admin@lighthouseschools.co.uk 
Text messages can be sent to 07874 867518 
 
 

Have a fantastic and well deserved half term everyone!! 
 
 

mailto:admin@lighthouseschools.co.uk

