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Introduction 

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the delivery of the 
curriculum at The Lighthouse School.   

Underpinning this policy is our commitment to provide a broad and balanced curriculum 
for all our students. 

Aims and Objectives 

As a school we aim to: 

1. meet all statutory requirements; 

2. provide a broad, balanced, relevant and differentiated learning experience; 

3. promote partnership between students, parents / carers, teachers and the 
community; 

4. foster teaching styles which will offer and encourage a variety of relevant 
approaches 

5. encourage a respect for the school and its environment so that learning is a 
positive and pleasurable experience; 

6. promote a healthy lifestyle; 

7. acknowledge and celebrate achievement and aspirations; 

8. provide a wide range of activities that contribute to the total learning experience. 

9. help students acquire understanding, knowledge and skills relevant to adult life 
and employment; 

10. to help students develop personal moral values, respect for other races, religions 
and other ways of life and the inter-dependence of individuals, groups and nations; 

In doing so we will provide a curriculum that: 

• Develops the full potential of every student 

• Actively seeks to address the barriers to learning of individual students 

• Gives access to all aspects of the National Curriculum wherever possible 



• Ensures continuity and progression within the school and between phases of 
education; 

• improves the students’ independent learning skills and strategies 

Balance of the Curriculum 

Every student within the school has an EHC Plan or identified needs that have resulted in a 
fragmented and disrupted education. In developing our curriculum, we recognise the 
importance of addressing these needs as well as meeting the statutory requirements of 
the National Curriculum.  

In order to ensure all students are able to meet their EHCP outcomes we prioritise within 
the curriculum and deliver those appropriate strands at the level which is appropriate for 
the stage of learning the learner is at. Compensating for specific learning difficulties is an 
integral part of this process.   

The Lighthouse School aims to provide a curriculum that focuses on developing the key 
skills of literacy and numeracy to an appropriately challenging level.  

We also seek to establish competence in the key cross curricular skills and EHCP outcomes 
of communication and interaction, social and emotional regulation and strategies to help 
students manage sensory or motor difficulties, as well as cognition and learning. 

Our objectives are to ensure that our students; 

• Develop the skills necessary to progress purposefully to the next stage in their 
development, whether that be further or higher education or the world of work. 

• Develop the literacy skills necessary to be able to communicate effectively in 
spoken and written English as well as being able to use those skills in a broader context 

• Develop the numeracy skills necessary to tackle a range of practical tasks and real 
life problems 

• Develop investigative skills and a knowledge of strategies designed to overcome 
practical problems 

• Develop an awareness and a knowledge of a broad range of subjects 

• Develop the confidence to express themselves fully 

• Will be able to be creative in their expression 

• Develop a sense of caring for one another in their actions and deeds 

• Develop their self-esteem and self-worth 

• make a positive contribution to the school and local community; 

• make a positive impact on the environment; 

• become independent, self-motivated and self-disciplined; 

• work actively together in co-operative groups 



Planning and assessment 

Formative assessment is central to all aspects of planning and assessing progress. Students 
are taught from their individual starting points at the most appropriate stage of the 
National Curriculum and EHCP outcomes and targets are set and monitored from the 
individual stage the child has reached. 

Students follow the National curriculum framework from their individual starting points. In 
some cases this may include learning objectives from the year 1 or 2 programme of study 
for a particular subject. This is because the nature of the students’ fragmented prior 
education has often resulted in substantial gaps in learning which must be addressed in 
order to build on further progress. The Rising Stars Progression Framework identifies the 
parts of a subject curriculum that would usually be covered over an academic year, such 
as year 1, year 2 etc. These are represented as stages, and within each stage the learner 
is identified as beginning, developing or meeting the learning objectives linked to that 
part of the curriculum. The Classroom Monitor programme is then able to give an average 
attainment level in terms of which parts of the programme of study have been mastered 
and also indicate the attainment levels for each strand.  

In some cases it may be appropriate for students in Key Stage 4 to be taught learning 
objectives from the primary curriculum, particularly in Maths and English. In these cases 
their progress is recorded within the Rising Stars progression framework. For the majority 
of students in Key Stage 4 their progress and attainment is assessed using the criteria 
within the accredited qualification route they are undertaking, such as GCSE, Entry Level 
or Functional Skills. 

Progress is recorded on Classroom Monitor as ongoing assessment for all subjects which are 
available within that platform. At the time of writing some curriculum areas at Key Stage 
4 are not yet uploaded and in these cases teachers would keep ongoing records of progress 
against criteria. The outcome of assessment informs the learning objectives lesson plans. 

Planning takes the form of a long term plan for each subject which outlines the content of 
the curriculum across Key Stage 3 or 4, ensuring that a variety of topic based units allows 
coverage of study. The selection of specific areas may be modified in order to ensure that 
the curriculum in question is appropriate for the learners. Ongoing formative assessment 
highlights assessment objectives and targets at the appropriate stage and this then 
informs the lesson plans. Pupil progress and understanding is recorded through the 
progression frameworks. Short term lesson planning is kept by teachers in their planners or 
personal records. 

Reading and phonics intervention is informed in the first instance through the analysis of 
reading age testing through the Accelerated Reader programme. Where students will 
benefit from a structured phonics approach, the ‘Nessy’ program and ‘Toe by Toe’ 
interventions are incorporated into the curriculum. All students are encouraged to read 
through a selection of texts based on their reading age and interests. 



The Delivery of the School Curriculum 

In Key Stage 3 students are grouped according to age and academic and social ability. 
Within these differentiated groups lessons are further differentiated according to 
individual ability. Where appropriate students will be taught within a primary based model 
where 1 teacher will teach a range of National Curriculum subjects. 

At Key Stage 4 lessons are usually delivered to classes of students grouped according to 
year group. These classes follow accredited courses at Entry Level, Functional Skills or 
GCSE in the core subjects, and undertake AQA unit Awards in the wider curricular areas.  
One class will predominantly follow a life skills curriculum in the ‘Outreach’ department in 
order to facilitate learning outside the classroom through functional numeracy and 
literacy. 

Staff are generally qualified teachers and whilst not always subject specialists they are 
experienced in imparting information and skills to students with behavioural and learning 
difficulties in a stimulating, constructive and professional manner. 

We aim to create a relaxed, friendly, informal and open classroom atmosphere. This is 
only possible where the foundations of positive relationships, high expectations of 
performance, and hard work have been established. Formal and informal methods of 
teaching are used as appropriate by all staff. 

Allocation of Curriculum Time 

The curriculum consists of six lessons a day. At Key Stage 3 students follow a curriculum 
closely allied to the National Curriculum. 

During the year all students will have opportunities to access: 

English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Creative and Performing Arts, Physical 
Education, Religious Education, PSHE, Fundamental British Values and Careers. 

In addition, where appropriate, Key Stage 4 students access school / college link or work 
experience courses either for a carousel of taster courses or to follow a specific course in 
which they have shown a particular interest. 

Educational Trips  

The purpose of Educational Trips is to address aspects of social, emotional and social 
interaction and to encourage and support language and communication opportunities as 
well as offer a stimulating medium through which to access learning off-site. 

Sex and Relationship Education 

Whilst education of students in sexual matters is primarily the right and duty of parents / 
carers, we recognise that as a school staff have an important complementary and 
supporting role.  Aspects of Sex Education, and related health education issues, are dealt 
with as specific topics within Science, Religious Education, Physical Education and the 
PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) programme at a level appropriate to the age 
of the students.   



School Examinations and Reports  

Termly reports are sent to parents / carers and the placing authority. In addition, 
comprehensive reports are provided for each Annual Statement Review and for the End of 
Year.   

Pastoral Care Supporting the Curriculum 

Throughout The Lighthouse School there is a supportive pastoral care system, involving all 
staff, which helps students settle in to the routines of the school and monitor their 
progress through the school.  It is generally a member of the SLT who contacts parents / 
carers when concerns are raised about a student's welfare or progress. 

Differentiation of Curriculum Delivery 

Differentiation is achieved through variation of 

• Pace of delivery  

• Course or course content  

• Resources  

• Student task  

• Support provided  

• Outcomes expected  

• Response  

Quality of Teaching and Learning  

It is the responsibility of all staff to plan their teaching in accordance with schemes of 
work and school policies. All lessons are structured and have a clear objective that is 
shared with students. Varied approaches to teaching and learning provide access for 
students with a range of learning styles and are expected to work at a level and pace that 
offer challenge appropriate to their abilities. Every effort is made to engage and motivate 
students and to promote enjoyment of the learning process. 

All work is marked in accordance with The Lighthouse School policy. 

Management 

The curriculum is organised by the Principal who is responsible for ensuring that: 

• Statutory requirements of the NC are met.  

• Schemes of work are in place and reviewed at regular intervals.  

• Policies in line with those of the school are maintained.   

• Assessment requirements are maintained and outcomes used to inform planning 
and target setting.  

• Student progress is monitored 

• Teacher performance is monitored 



Information and Communications Technology 

The proprietor acknowledges their duty to provide equipment and resources which will 
enable the study and use of ICT where detailed within statutory requirements of the NC. 
The Lighthouse School is committed to the use of ICT to support learning. 

All staff have a responsibility to develop the use of ICT in support of learning activities 
within their own curriculum areas. 

Monitoring and Review 

This policy will be monitored by the Principal, who will report on implementation, 
progress and recommend any changes. 

Evaluation of the curriculum will be measured against a range of indicators, which include 
whole school and individual student indicators: 

Whole school indicators 

➢ Ofsted inspections 

➢ Examination results 

➢ Destinations of school leavers 

➢ Parent / carer and students questionnaires 

➢ Student council meetings 

➢ Individual student progress 

➢ External validation 

Complaints 

Any parent/carer or external agency who is concerned about the content, balance or 
structure of the school’s curriculum is most welcome to discuss the matter with the 
Principal.  If there is a significant complaint that cannot be resolved they may raise this 
with the Governing Body. 

Equal Opportunities 

The Lighthouse School offers the curriculum equally to all students regardless of gender, 
sexuality, cultural background, race or religion. Within its current resources, the school 
attempts to discriminate positively on behalf of all students to compensate for any 
educational problems that are due to specific learning or medical difficulties, or social 
attitudes as a result of being in a specialist provision. 

In accordance with the statutory requirements the school aims to make the curriculum 
accessible to all students as far as is reasonably practicable.  



The Curriculum Policy will be reviewed annually. 
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